
Description of events with regard to 72-74 Westdale Lane East site 2013-2016 

 

 

 

Above photos taken at 72-74 Westdale Lane East September 2014 

 



The Planning Department was initially notified by a local resident in March 2013 of the untidy and overgrown 
nature of the derelict factory site at 72-74 Westdale Lane East. I was informed that following an inspection 
of the site by the Planning Enforcement and Compliance Officer it was noted that the condition of the site 
was unsatisfactory. The Council would therefore be contacting the land owner requesting that works be 
undertaken to improve the condition of the site. The Council were subsequently contacted by the land owner 
in May 2013, who agreed to undertake the necessary works to remedy the condition of the site.  
 

As ward councillor I contacted the Planning Enforcement & Compliance Officer again in August 2013 to see 
if there had been any progress in dealing with this matter as the condition of the site had deteriorated over 
the previous few months. I was informed that another site visit was being arranged with the owners of the 
site to discuss ways to improve the condition of the land. I received an email from the Planning Enforcement 
& Compliance Officer which stated: “Should no works result from this meeting then the Council are intending 
to serve a Section 215 Notice to require the improvement of the condition of the land.”     

 
In February 2014 I contacted the Council’s new Planning Enforcement & Compliance Officer to see what 
progress had been made concerning this site. The officer had no knowledge of any Section 215 Notice being 
served but promised to contact the owner of the site with a view to the site being tidied up. A Section 215 
Notice would only be served “as a last resort.”  
 
In July 2014 I contacted another new Planning Enforcement & Compliance Officer about the site as there 
had been no improvements to the site. I was informed that “the matter is already in hand” and that he was 
awaiting formal confirmation of ownership so that the Council could progress matters further. In August 
2014 I was informed by the Planning Enforcement & Compliance Officer that the Council were still awaiting 
confirmation from the Land Registry Office with regard to the ownership of the site. In September 2014 I 
was informed that the Council had obtained details of the ownership of the land and that the Council would 
be “serving a notice” in a couple of days.    
 
In January 2015 I contacted the Planning Enforcement & Compliance Officer again as there had been no 
improvement in the condition of the site. I was informed that the Council was now definitely going to issue 
a Section 215 Notice. In March 2015 I was informed by the relevant Corporate Director that the Section 215 
Notice had been signed off. I subsequently made enquiries in September 2015 and was informed by the 
Service Manager for Planning and Economic Development that the Section 215 Notice should have been 
complied with by 4th July 2015. Since no improvements to the site had been notified further appropriate 
action would be considered.  
 
In August 2015 I presented a petition from 44 local residents to the Chief Executive requesting that the 
Council take enforcement action against the owners of the site at 72-74 Westdale Lane East. This was 
acknowledged in September 2015 by a letter from the Chief Executive as well as referred to in the minutes 
of Cabinet on November 2015. This stated that “further action would be taken to enforce the Section 215 
Notice” 
 
In February 2016 I contacted the Planning Officer (Development Management) about this case and was 
informed that since no action had been taken by the Council since the issuing of the March 2015 Section 215 
Notice it was now doubtful that this Notice could be enforced. In March 2016 I contacted the Planning Officer 
(Development Management) again and was told that a new Section 215 Notice would very shortly be signed 
off by the Chief Executive. So far over three years have passed since the original notification of this site by a 
local resident to the Council and no improvements have been made to the site. 
 
 
Cllr Andrew Ellwood 
Phoenix Ward councillor 
4th April 2016 


